THIS IS NOT A PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Public Notice

US Army Corps

Public Notice No. Date
of Engineers. CENAP-OP-R-200300700-11
Philadelphia District e T QUIL&Z_ZGUE__
Wanamaker Building ppication o e No.
100 Penn Square East
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390 In Reply Refer to:
ATTN: CENAP-OP-R REGULATORY BRANCH

This District has received an application for a Department of
the Army permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) and Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).

The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments and
recommendations from the public concerning issuance of a
Department of the Army permit for the work described below.

APPLICANT: Delaware Department of Transportation

AGENT: Rummel, Klepper and Kahl
81 Mosher Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21217

WATERWAY : Christina River

LOCATION: Interstate 95 between State Route 1 Interchange and
Interstate 495, New Castle County, Delaware.

ACTIVITY: The applicant’s plans provide for the discharge of
fill material into federally regulated waters of the United
States, including wetlands, to facilitate the widening of the
Interstate 95 (I-95) mainline. The I-95 mainline widening will
add one additional travel lane and new shoulders in both the
northbound and southbound directions between the State Route 1
(SR 1) and State Route 141 (SR 141) Interchanges, spanning a
distance of 2.1 miles. The additional travel lane and new
shoulder will be extended along I-95 northbound through the Route
141 bridge crossings and the I-95/I-295 split to the I-95/I-495
Interchange, spanning an additional 2.1 miles. Additional new
shoulders will also be added to portions of I-295 northbound, two
bridges will be widened and approximately 11,300 linear feet of
sheet pile retaining walls will be installed.

The applicant’s plans further provide for modifications to the I-
95/SR 1 Interchange to provide high speed directional ramps (7000
and 6000 linear feet respectively) to separate freeway to freeway
movements from local movements. Additional modifications to the
SR 1 Interchange include realignment of northbound State Route 7
(SR 7) and improved access to and from the Christiana Mall
including modifications of the Mall Ring Road, resulting in the
conetruction of six new bridges, one bridge widening and the
construction of approximately 10,000 linear feet of sheet pile



-2-

retaining walls. According to the applicant, travel lane and ramp
lane widths along the length of the entire project will range
from 12 to 17 feet. Shoulder widths will range from 10 to 14
feet.

In addition, the applicant proposes to install numerous
stormwater management facilities and reconstruct portions of I-
95’s drainage system.

According to the applicant, the proposed project will take

four years to complete and will be constructed in two phases.
Semi-final plans have been prepared for Phase One (I-95 Mainline
Widening) of the project. The applicant has indicated that
design activities have been advanced in those project areas that
will impact waters of the U.S., including wetlands, in Phase Two
(I-95/SR 1 Interchange) such that they can demonstrate that
impacts to those areas have been minimized to the maximum extent
practicable and no additional impacts to those areas will occur
during final design. As final plans for Phase Two of the project
become available, the applicant will recalculate the permanent
and temporary impacts to waters of the U.S., including wetlands,
that will occur to facilitate project construction and submit
that information to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for review
and approval, accompanied by final Phase Two project plans.

The above referenced activities will result in the permanent
discharge of approximately 12,684 cubic yards of £ill material
into 2.09 acres of federally regulated waters of the United
States (0.09 acres of forested wetlands, 0.09 acres of
shrub/scrub wetlands, 0.59 acres of emergent wetlands, 0.02 acres
of tidal waters, and 1.30 acres of intermittent streams contained
within ditches).

The above referenced activities will result in the temporary
disturbance of 0.48 acres of federally regulated waters of the
U.S. (0.19 acres of forested wetlands, 0.11 acres of shrub/scrub
wetlands, 0.13 acres of emergent wetlands, 0.04 acres of tidal
waters and 0.01 acres of intermittent streams contained within
ditches primarily as a result of access for and installation of
temporary erosion and sediment control measures. According to
the applicant, all temporary impact areas will be restored to
their preconstruction contours and conditions following
completion of associated construction activities.

According to the applicant, all material excavated as a result of
project construction will either be used as project fill or
disposed of at an upland, non-wetland site to be determined by
the project contractor. Any necessary additional project fill
will be obtained from a borrow area to be determined by the
project contractor.
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In order to compensate for the unavoidable loss of federally
regulated waters of the U.S., including wetlands, as a result of
project construction, the applicant proposes to create a tidally
influenced, freshwater wetland complex consisting of 0.18 acres
of forested wetlands, 0.18 acres of shrub/scrub wetlands, 0.59
acres of emergent wetlands and 0.02 acres of tidal open water
from uplands at a 5.32 acre site immediately north of I-95 and
east of the Christina River, New Castle County, Delaware known as
the Cathcart Property. The applicant proposes to compensate for
the loss of 1.29 acres (7005 linear feet) of federally regulated
waters of the United States contained within drainage ditches by
constructing similar features adjacent to the reconstructed
portions of the project area.

PURPOSE: The applicant’s stated purpose of the proposed
project is "to create operational and capacity improvements to
improve traffic operations and safety at the I-95/SR 1
Interchange and on the I-95 Mainline from the I-95/SR 1
Interchange to and including the I-495 Interchange".

A preliminary review of this application indicates that the
proposed work would not affect listed species or their critical
habitat pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act as
amended. As the evaluation of this application continues,
additional information may become available which could modify
this preliminary determination.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an
evaluation of the activity’s probable impact including its
cumulative impacts on the public interest. The decision will
reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization
of important resources. The benefits which reasonably may be
expected to accrue from the work must be balanced against its
reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be
relevant to the work will be considered including the cumulative
effects thereof; among those are conservation, econocomics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural
values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain
values, land use, navigation, shore erosion and accretion,
recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy
needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs and
welfare of the people. A Department of the Army permit will be
granted unless the District Engineer determines that it would be
contrary to the public interest.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the
public; Federal, State, and local agencies and officials; Indian
Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments
received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to
determine whether to igeue; modify, condition or deny a permit
for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to



-4-

assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water
quality, general environmental effects, and the other public
interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the
preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine
the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.

Comments on the proposed work should be submitted, in
writing, within 30 days to the District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, Philadelphia District, Wanamaker Building, 100 Penn
Square East, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-3390.

Review of the National Register of Historic Places indicates
that no registered properties or properties listed as eligible
for inclusion therein are located within the permit area of the
work.

In accordance with Section 307(c) of the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972, applicants for Federal Licenses or
Permits to conduct an activity affecting land or water uses in a
State’s coastal zone must provide certification that the activity
complies with the State’s Coastal Zone Management Program. The
applicant has stated that the proposed activity complies with and
will be conducted in a manner that is consistent with the
approved State Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program. No permit
will be issued until the State has concurred with the applicant’s
certification or has waived its right to do so. Comments
concerning the impact of the proposed and/or existing activity on
the State’s coastal zone should be sent to this office, with a
copy to the State’s Office of Coastal Zone Management.

In accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, a
Water Quality Certificate is necessary from the State government
in which the work is located. Any comments concerning the work
described above which relate to Water Quality considerations
should be sent to this office with a copy to the State.

The evaluation of the impact of the work described above on
the public interest will include application of the guidelines
promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, under authority of Section 404 (b) of the Clean Water Act.

Any person may request, in writing, to the District Engineer,
within the comment period specified in this notice, that a public
hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for a
public hearing shall state in writing, with particularity, the
reasons for holding a public hearing.
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Additional information concerning this permit application may
be obtained by calling Jacqueline Winkler at (215) 656-5833
between the hours of 1:00 and 3:30 p.m. or writing this office at
the above address. T "
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